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Founded in 1909, the mission of the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland (RZSS) is 
connecting people with nature and safeguarding species from extinction. We 
educated our >900,000 annual visitors to RZSS Edinburgh Zoo and RZSS Highland 
Wildlife Park about wildcat conservation and the RZSS education team runs the 
‘Wild about Scotland’ bus that has delivered educational classes on wildcats and 
responsible cat ownership to >580 primary schools across Scotland. 
 
RZSS has a track record in the conservation of the Scottish wildcat through 
participation in the Cairngorms Wildcat Project (2008-2013), and Scottish Wildcat 
Action, the 23-partner national action plan. Through this project we are working to 
deliver captive breeding, in-situ and genetic actions in support of the Scottish Wildcat 
Conservation Action Plan. 
 
It is increasingly clear to us from this work, particularly on the hybridisation of wildcat, 
that feral domestic cats are a major threat driving wildcats to the brink of extinction in 
this country. We believe that without the removal of this threat, restoration of wildcat 
populations will never be possible. Our ongoing genetic research through Scottish 
Wildcat Action suggest that the majority of wild-living wildcats are hybridised and a 
concerted effort to remove the threat of feral cats is required to reverse this trend. 
Public and charitable bodies are currently investing considerable funds in conserving 
the wildcat, and there is little purpose in doing this indefinitely if the influx of domestic 
cats, their genes and disease into wildcat populations cannot eventually be turned-
off at source. We would like to see a future where domestic cats, especially within 
areas like the Cairngorms National Parks, are under ownership, neutered, 
vaccinated and microchipped. We believe this is best for the welfare of those 
domestic cats and the future survival of wildcat populations. 
 
We contributed to the document submitted by the Scottish Wildcat Conservation 
Action Plan – Steering Group to the Scottish Government. In short, we support the 
introduction of any compulsory legal measures that would prevent ownership of pet 
domestic cats unless they were neutered/vaccinated/microchipped (with some 
exceptions). These could include ‘Special Control Orders’ (SCOs) as set out in the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) – these are compulsory and can be 
used to compel certain actions in regard to invasive non-native species. As a 
minimum we believe this should start as soon as possible within the Wildcat Priority 
Areas and surrounding buffer zones up to 2025. We also believe that, on the basis of 
evidence, the introduction of legal measures in further areas should be explored. 
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